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SUB J : PUERTO RICO IN UN COMITE OF 24 

1. COMITE OF 24'S CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICO AUG 23 
DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO TWO-HOUR HARANGUE BY PUERTO RICAN 
SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER JUAN MARI BRAS. HE CATALOGUED US CRIMES 
IN PUERTO RICO FROM 1898 ON, CALLED PUERTO RICO "CLASSIC 
EXAMPLE OF COLONY EXPLOITED BY IMPERIALISTS," AND, IN HIS 
PERORATION ATTACKED BOTH SUPERPORT PROPOSAL AND AD HOC 
COMITE. HE CLAIMED THOUSANDS OF PUERTO RICAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
IN JAIL AND HUNDREDS HAD ALREADY DIED "IN STRUGGLE FOR 
INDEPENDENCE" BUT THAT PUERTO RICO WOULD EVENTUALLY BE 
"LIBERATED." HE OPENED AND CLOSED SPEECH WITH EFFUSIVE PRAISE 
FOR CUBA UNDER CASTRO'S LEADERSHIP. 

2. COMITE POSTPONED HEARING INDEPENDENCE PARTY PRESIDENT 
RUBEN BERRIOS UNTIL AFTERNOON AUG 24. 
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